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Staying on the cutaing edge of the industry holds a twofold purpose for
John Camey, owner of Art Over Concrete. civing new life to ugly con-
crete whether it's chipped, stained, damaged or newly poured. Secondly,
his goal is to continue pushing the envelope of what can be accomplished
artistically using concrete as the medium. Because each piece is an origi-
nal creation for the client, attention to detail and what rhe client wants to
achieve are taken very seriously by Camey. "I am not onty proud of my
work, but I am also proud of the ones who allow me to do what I love do-
ing you the client," shaied Camey.

Camey founded An Over Concrete five years ago after determining re-
tirement didn\ pmvide enough challenge to his life after having been an
optometrist for many years. Carney admits that his original plans had b€en
to treat the new business as a hobby. Howevet the same tenacit thaa
motivated him to build a successful optometrist business kicked in and
he has since poured tremendous energy into this €ndeavo. He has eamed
the respect within his industry having been featured in trade magazines
and suppliers calling to ask assistance due to his expertise. Each January,

Camey sets aside time to study under the most talented decomtive anists in the United States and Ewope in which ro expand his knowledge
and "to keep pushing theenvelope."

This past January Camey studied with Martin Alan Hirsch at H;rsch's Louisville, Kenhrcky studio. "Hirsch is the Feeminent faux arrisr." said
Camey. Since 1987, Hirsch has been 'bridging the gap between reality and illusion" at his
decorative finishes studio. Hirsch's talents can be seen at Reba Mclntyre's Starshrck Srudios.

Camey is an astute student and has since applied what he leamed from Hinch ro create Corinthian columns, Italian plastered walls using
marble, and the look of slate for pool deck and outdoor kitchens. Slate isnl rccommended for outdoor use; however, with Camey's method,
concrete is made to rcalistically look like the real thing, but stsonget
more durable and for half the cost. Concrete can also be tumed into
laux painted brick witb broken plasrer along wirh distressed lime washed
walts.

One of Camey's clients who grew up in Colorado moved to Virginia. He
missed Colorado so much that he built a concrete mountain stream in his
bacLyard- An Over Concrete was commissioned to make the inside re-
semble a mountain. Carney said the finished product was so realistic that
the client often rented out this area of his backyard for paraies. Ano6er
client in Colorado is building a concrete house and wants the inside to
look like a goldmine. Carney has that project scheduled for August. Next
spring, he has projects in Canada and Betize He just concluded work on
the new Trumps Salon in Green Hills. "With the help of ny assistants, I
personally create each and every commission we aJe awarded," Camey
added.

Concrete can be giyen a new face wirh Art Over Con$ete, whbh in-
cludes engmvinq, acid staini S, oveda! and rcsvtacing. Ove aJ, nanel! Pem&Cretc, mtnufacturcd tu Nashvile, is a blend of acryAc
polfners and high-gmde concrek. Not onl! does il cover cncks, it can be useil o new concrete to create the bok of stone, bick or pawn
- both inside and out- Overln| not onlt can be ilecoratcd to ntaximize its beautf, but is also stronger a il mon fuxible than orilinary co -
crete. Viltuall! an| color b possiblz lt'ith a or'erlaJ. Unuke concrete stamping, Came! saiil his paxerns arc laid to conform to the shape
of a sidewalk or diveway allo\'ing for a aa.ral look thst a strsight stamp pattem von't dlow.
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